Beijing and London Prices of Different Consumer Baskets around 1750

Source: Robert C. Allen, Jean-Pascal Bassino, Debin Ma, Christine Moll-Murata and Jan Luiten van Zanden, November 2007.  Based on a revised version of GPIH Working Paper #1.  Note: In this case the prices are based on historical data circa 1750, but the quantity weights are not directly based on household surveys in Beijing or London. 
	
	Barebone basket
	Respectable Basket
	London Prices (in grams of

Silver)
	Beijing Prices (in grams of

Silver)

	
	Europe 
	North China
	Europe
	North China
	
	

	Oats/Sorghum
	155 kg
	179 kg
	
	
	0.76
	0.48

	Bread
	
	
	182 kg
	182 kg
	1.28
	0.95

	Beans
	
	
	40 kg
	40 kg
	0.50
	0.84

	Meat/Fish
	5 kg
	3 kg
	26 kg
	31 kg
	3.19
	2.04

	Cheese
	
	
	5.2 kg
	
	2.07
	

	Eggs
	
	
	52 pc
	52 pc
	0.37
	0.074

	Butter
	3 kg
	
	5.2 kg
	
	6.45
	

	Beer/Rice Wine
	
	
	182 l
	49 l
	0.39
	1.98

	Soap
	1.3 kg
	1.3 kg
	2.6 kg
	2.6 kg
	6.36
	1.65

	Linen/Cotton
	3 m
	3 m
	5 m
	5 m
	4.87
	6.14

	Candles
	1.3 kg
	1.3 kg
	2.6 kg
	2.6 kg
	5.40
	3.30

	Lamp Oil
	1.3 kg
	1.3 kg
	2.6 kg
	2.6 kg
	2.80
	3.30

	Fuel (M BTU)
	3
	3
	5
	5
	5.59
	11.20

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Basket Cost (Grams of Silver) 
	213
	182.6
	558.6
	 499.3
	
	

	Europe/Beijing Ratio


	Barebone Basket
	Respectable basket
	Geometric Average

	
	1.17
	1.12
	1.14


