South Serbia 1455

	Income deciles
	Percentage of population
	Average per capita income (in akches per month)
	Income in terms of per capita mean

	1
	10
	49.45
	0.54

	2
	10
	66.38
	0.72

	3
	10
	72.13
	0.79

	4
	10
	75.95
	0.83

	5
	10
	80.41
	0.88

	6
	10
	86.70
	0.95

	7
	10
	92.94
	1.01

	8
	10
	99.77
	1.09

	9
	10
	114.70
	1.25

	10
	10
	181.57
	1.98

	Total
	100
	91.59
	1


Income distribution data: The results are based on a detailed census conducted by the Ottoman authorities soon after the conquest of a part of Southern Serbia (a region which is smaller and contained within the territory of the currently disputed province of Kosovo). The census data were supposed to provide information about wealth, income and hence taxes to be paid by the Christian subjects (Muslims were exempt from the poll tax). In addition, household characteristics were included in order to gather information about the possible Army recruits. The results of the census (defter in Turkish
) whose original is  kept in the Imperial archives in Istanbul have been pieces together (over some 20 years) translated and published in Serbian in a massive book edited by Miloš Macura (2001) of which economic data—used here—represent only a small fraction (see pages 107-118). (The book is much more focused on geography, demographic movements and ethnic composition.) The data are presented as mean incomes for each settlement (village), of which there are almost 700. So, this represents a fairly large set of numbers but there are two drawbacks—in addition to the usual one, namely that we do not know how reliable the original estimates are, nor how good are the imputations of different in-kind incomes made by the authors of the book. First, the survey leaves out the top class of Turkish military leaders and landowners which was quite small (the region was conquered merely a few years earlier) but also rich, with extensive land holdings. Second, the village-level means conceal some variation between the households. The second element is probably small because of the general evenness of conditions of the conquered peasantry, but the first element imparts an obvious downward bias to inequality statistics. The income distribution table above summarizes the data by showing mean income per capita for the ten deciles of settlements (weighted by population).  This means that all inhabitants of a settlement are supposed to have the same per capita income but settlements of different sizes are weighted appropriately. 

Population and area: Total population is estimated at between 75 and 90 thousand (Macura 2001: pp. 20 and 25). Area is from Macura (2001: p. 79).

Urbanization rate: Very low since all settlements (with the exception of one) are tiny hamlets and villages. The Ottoman conquest was followed by a rapid decline in population and de-urbanization. It is estimated that between 1385 and 1455 population of the Brankovina region decreased by about a third, and the largest regional town (a mining center of Novo Brdo) became practically deserted. Macura does not provide an estimate, but based on his discussion, the urbanization rate of the whole area, of which the survey covers only a part, was around 2 or 3 percent.  
Mean income in $PPP: Mean income in terms of the subsistence minimum obtained as the ratio between the average per capita income from the census (91.6 akches per month) and the estimated subsistence minimum of 62 akches. The subsistence minimum is assumed to be one-half of a monthly Ottoman unskilled construction worker’s daily wage (4.77 akches) as reported by Pamuk (2001) for the period 1460-1500.
 Using the amount of $PPP 300 for the subsistence minimum, the ratio of 1.48 (91.6/62) translates into $PPP 443. 
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� See also the explanation given in the section on Levant. 


� Assuming 26 working days in a month.





